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INL1 Assignment: Mini study

This assignment is to be done individually. Its purpose is to develop your understanding
of variation in language by applying what you have learned from a research article (to be
chosen from the list below) to a more or less closely related research topic and study.

Design and carry out a small research project based on an empirical investigation of
your own. The project should replicate, extend, or at least be loosely related to the
research reported in the article chosen by you.

If possible, your data should be collected at a school (presumably your ‘field school’),
e.g. through observations, recordings, interviews, questionnaires — or a combination of
these methods. The study can focus on teachers, students or both, but should be
concerned with some aspect of social and regional variation in English education:
linguistic variation among the teachers and/or learners, variation as a topic dealt with in
the lessons, attitudes to variation, etc. If this option is not available to you, you can also
collect your data elsewhere, as long as it is related to variation in English. Finally,
depending on your aim, it may be acceptable to analyze existing data (i.e. data you have
not collected/recorded yourself, even though that would normally be preferred), e.g.
samples of interaction found on the internet (in the form of a TV series or a video).

You will then write up your findings in a short report of about 1000 words (a strict
maximum of 1200 words applies, excluding the title, examples, tables and figures, and
the list of references). The report should have the basic structure of a research article.
This means that it should at least have the following elements/sections:

a) an introduction and/or background where, among other things, you report on related
previous research (your chosen research article plus, optionally, other sources) as well
as introduce and give reasons for your own study;

b) a description of the methods and materials (or informants) used in your own study;

c) a presentation of your findings, and
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d) a discussion of your findings (partly in relation to previous research) and possible
conclusions to be drawn from your investigation.

For this assignment, you will write two drafts and receive feedback on both.

A successful research report will:
- have a clear and explicit connection to the article you base your own study on,

- make appropriate reference to the article (and possibly to other texts that can help
you to place the data into a context, though you are not required to do any additional
reading),

- introduce the background to your study (previous research findings, notably from the
abstracted article, as well as the reason for and aims of your own study), - try to fulfil a
general aim and/or answer one or more research questions,

- explain your research methods,
- describe your findings,

- discuss your findings in the context of the article you read (and possibly other sources,
ifincluded),

- be written in accurate and idiomatic English,
- have the reference(s) formatted according to APA style,
- adhere to the tips and writing guidelines for assignments posted on Canvas,

- show development between the first draft and the second.

Give a coherent and informative account of your study at seminar 5, with visual aids.

Once you have received feedback on the second draft and revised the report one more
time (and provided that you have been given the go-ahead from the teacher), you are to
publish your study in the discussion forum opened for that purpose on Canvas, so that
your work reaches a wider audience (i.e. the other students on the course). Sometimes,
more than two rounds of feedback are required for a student to pass this assignment,
but do try to do such a good job on the first two drafts that this can be avoided.

Articles to choose from for INL1 assignment: Mini study
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Hoey, E. M., Homke, P., Lofgren, E., Neumann, T., Schuerman, W. L., & Kendrick, K. H.
(2021). Using expletive insertion to pursue and sanction in interaction. Journal of
Sociolinguistics, 25(1), 3-25. https://doi.org/10.1111/josl.12439
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[Unfortunately, there are a few oddities regarding language use in this article, even in the

abstract, but they can perhaps be disregarded in favour of the content.]

The articles are all available in different journal databases for which the university
library has a subscription. If you would rather read and work with an article covering a
sociolinguistic or other relevant topic not represented in the list, it may be possible to
do so, but check with your teacher first.

Handing in assighments

Instructions for how and when to submit your assignments are given on Canvas. Some
basic rules apply:

- Make sure the documents you submit are well-written and -structured.

- All assignments should be submitted on Canvas. For the spoken presentation, you
should submit the visual aids you used in class. Detailed instructions are available on
Canvas.

- Name files by indicating the name of the assignment, the number of the draftin
parentheses, and your name, e.g. “INL assignment John Johnson” for the first draft of
the study report submitted by John Johnson.

- If you’ve missed the original deadline for submission, or if more drafts are required
than the expected two, there will be another deadline some weeks later, specified in the
seminar plan below. Should you miss that deadline as well, you may have to wait with
submitting missing assignments until the next time the course is offered again (and
when the teacher has time scheduled for dealing with hand-in assignments).

- Drafts and passed assignments that are part of SEM or INL are good for one term
following the term when you were registered. If you leave assignments incomplete
longer than that you run the risk of having to redo all the assignments again, in
accordance with the rules applying in the new term.
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